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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSIC 

ANNOUNCES NEW EXHIBIT TO HONOR MULTIPLE 

GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING MUSIC ICON  

LIL WAYNE  

ON HIS 40TH BIRTHDAY 
 

NMAAM to host event inviting local college students to new exhibit 

unveiling and birthday celebration 
 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (Sept. XX, 2022) – The National Museum of African American Music 

(NMAAM) announces a new exhibit with Grammy award-winning rapper, songwriter, and 

executive, Lil Wayne. NMAAM will host an event for local college students to view the artifacts 

first and engage in a celebration and lecture discussion presented by Vanderbilt professors for the 

artist. The exhibit includes personally donated artifacts from Lil Wayne and will honor his 

upcoming 40th birthday on September 27, 2022.   

 

Lil Wayne is the first Hip-Hop artist to support the museum’s mission and values with a fully 

curated set of artifacts. The exhibit will feature his ‘Rap Album of the Year’ Grammy, BET ‘I 

Am Hip-Hop’ Award, attire from classic moments along with other significant items, including 

his first handwritten letter from Rikers, Tha Block Is Hot CD and more. 

  

"I'm very grateful to work with NMAAM and show students how Hip-Hop has been so 

influential on the culture," said Lil Wayne. "Shout out to NMAAM for all the birthday love."  

 

In addition to the exhibit unveiling, the students will have the opportunity to hear from Lil Wayne 

virtually. The unveiling will feature live music and interactive engagement for students to record 

themselves to Lil Wayne’s lyrics in the Museum’s Rap Booth and talk about his impact on 

American music and their lives. NMAAM will host a live-streamed open lecture on the impact 

of Lil Wayne presented by Vanderbilt professors Dr. Gillum Sharpley, Associate Chair of 

African American & Diaspora Studies and Dr. Michael Eric Dyson, Centennial Chair and 

University Distinguished Professor of African American and Diaspora Studies as part of special 

topics in Humanities, Dr. King to Lil Wayne.  

 

Although the lecture is part of a pre-existing class, NMAAM in partnership with Vanderbilt 

will post the discussion to students who sign-up to attend the lecture in person at the Museum 

and can view the live stream on NMAAM’s Facebook.   



 

“We are thrilled to honor and feature Lil Wayne and start our relationship with such a generous 

donation,” said H. Beecher Hicks, III, president & CEO of NMAAM. “On the heels of Mr. 

Carter expressing his interest in partnering with us, we found out that ten years ago (on Carter’s 

30th birthday (September 27, 2012)), he became the first male artist to surpass Elvis Presley with 

the most entries on the Billboard Hot 100, with 109 songs. What better way to celebrate his 40th 

than by commemorating his accomplished career with an exhibit to honor over 25 years of 

impacting the music we listen to and the multiple genres he has shaped, along with the story we 

tell here at NMAAM.” 

 

This special exhibit will be on display until December 27th. To visit the museum, visit the 

Museum’s website nmaam.org to purchase tickets and learn more.  

 

About the National Museum of African American Music 

 

The National Museum of African American Music is the only museum in the world dedicated 

solely to preserving African American music traditions and celebrating the central role African 

Americans have played in shaping American music. Based in Nashville, Tenn., the museum 

shares the story of the American soundtrack by integrating history and interactive technology 

to honor the musical heroes of African American music of the past and the present. For more 

information, please visit www.blackmusicmuseum.org. 
 

About Lil Wayne & Young Money Entertainment 

Lil Wayne rewrote the entire game in his image. The five-time GRAMMY® Award-winning 

multiplatinum rap icon, Young Money Entertainment founder, acclaimed author, skater, 

philanthropist, and history-making superstar left an indelible tattoo on the culture. By 2020, he 

cemented his legacy forever as “one of the best-selling artists of all time,” tallying sales in 

excess of 100 million records worldwide with 21 million albums and 70 million digital tracks 

sold in the United States alone. Not to mention, he garnered 11 BET Awards, four Billboard 

Music Awards, two MTV VMAs, and eight NAACP Image Awards. Among many milestones, 

he emerged as “the first male artist to surpass Elvis Presley with the most entries on the 

Billboard Hot 100,” logging a staggering 183 entries – the 3rd most of all time.  

 

With a discography highlighted by five career spanning #1 debuts beginning with 2008’s 6x-

platinum, 3x GRAMMY® Award-winning opus Tha Carter III and its 5x platinum, 2011 

successor Tha Carter IV, he released the latest version of the series - Tha Carter V - in 2018. Not 

only did it clinch #1 on the Billboard 200, but it also achieved “the second-largest streaming 

week for an album in history.” Every song on the tracklisting charted on the Billboard Hot 100 as 

he became “the first artist to debut two songs in the top 5.” It all bulldozed the way for his 

thirteenth full-length, Funeral, a year later. Simultaneously, Wayne owns and operates Young 

Money Entertainment as C.E.O. The company ignited the careers of two of the most successful 

artists ever—Drake and Nicki Minaj. The committed philanthropist founded The One Family 

Foundation too. 
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